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Introduction 
As required by the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy 

for Users, known as “SAFETEA-LU” (23 U.S.C.134, 23 CFR, Part 450 and 49, CFR, Part 

613) regarding statewide and metropolitan planning requirements, “the state shall develop a 

Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) for all areas of the state”.   

Metropolitan planning organizations (MPO) are also required to develop a Transportation 

Improvement Program (TIP).  The TIP must mirror and be incorporated into the STIP.  

Furthermore, the STIP and TIP must be updated at least every four years and contain four 

years of projects and strategies. 

 

Idaho’s STIP is developed annually and represents a fiscally constrained multi-year, multi-

modal program that shows planned highway, transit, aeronautics, Grant Anticipation 

Revenue Vehicle (GARVEE) and highway safety projects.  For purposes of FHWA and FTA 

approval, the STIP contains a priority list of projects in FY 2008-2011.  Idaho's STIP also 

shows projects for information purposes in the FY 2012 construction year and local projects 

in preliminary development for budgeting purposes.  MPO TIPs and Idaho’s STIP also mirror 

each other. 

 

An essential element in the STIP and TIP planning and development process is public 

participation. Not only is public participation mandated as a requirement by SAFETEA-LU, it 

is an ongoing practice of the Idaho Transportation Department (ITD) to carry out year-round 

communication and public involvement.  Idaho’s STIP represents the five-year master plan of 

transportation projects to identify potential future transportation projects.  The Department 
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works in collaboration with the Local Highway Technical Assistance Council (LHTAC), the six Metropolitan Planning Organizations 

(MPO) in Idaho, Indian Tribal nations, and input from the public and other interested agencies.    

 

There are six MPOs in Idaho that have qualified as metropolitan areas (urban areas with a 50,000+ population).  Information 

concerning a TIP can be found within each of the following locations: 

 
 Kootenai Metropolitan Planning Organization (KMPO) consisting of all the communities in Kootenai County. 

Glenn F. Miles, Transportation Manager  

221 W. First Avenue, Suite 310 · Spokane, WA  99201 

Phone: 509.343-6370 or 800.698-1927  FAX: 509.343-6400 

Email: gmiles@srtc.org    Web site:  http://www.kmpo.net/ 

 

 Lewis-Clark Valley Metropolitan Planning Organization (LCVMPO) consisting of the cities of Lewiston, ID and Clarkston and Asotin, 

WA. 

   Steve Watson, Director 

P.O. Box 759 · Asotin, WA  99402 

Phone: 208.746-1318 · FAX: 208.746-5595  

Email : swatson@cityofLewiston.org     Website: http://lewisclarkmpo.org/ 

 

 Community Planning Association of Southwest Idaho (COMPASS)– Northern Ada County Transportation Management Area 

consisting of the cities of Boise, Garden City, Eagle, Meridian, Kuna, and Star and the Nampa Metropolitan Planning Area consisting of 

the cities of Nampa, Caldwell and Middleton 

Matt Stoll, Executive Director  Toni Tisdale, TIP Coordinator 

800 S. Industry Way, Ste 100 · Meridian, ID  83642 

Phone: 208.855-2558  · FAX: 208.855-2559 

Email: ttisdale@compassidaho.org  Web site: http://www.compassidaho.org 
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 Bannock Planning Organization (BPO) consisting of the cities of Pocatello and Chubbuck 

Mori Byington, Planning Director 

PO Box 6129 · Pocatello ID  83205-6129 

Phone: 208.233-9322 ext. 23 · FAX: 208.233-4841 

Email: mori@bplan.org       Web site: http://www.bannockplanning.org 

 

 Bonneville Metropolitan Planning Organization (BMPO) consisting of the cities of Idaho Falls, Ammon and Iona 

Darrell West, Executive Director 

P.O. Box 50220 · Idaho Falls, ID  83405-0220 

Phone: 208 612-8539 · FAX: 208.612-8520 

Email: darrellw@ci.idaho-fall.id.us   

Website: http://www.ci.idaho-falls.id.us/main/index2.asp?PageId=267 

 

The Idaho Transportation Department accepts comments and project suggestions throughout the year, during our annual STIP 

updating process (see Figure 1) the department conducts a 30-day comment period creating an opportunity for our customers to 

provide input to Idaho’s STIP on proposed transportation plans and projects.  This year the DRAFT FY 2008-2012 STIP comment 

period was July 5 – August 3, 2007.  More than 1,500 printed copies, CD-ROMs and e-mail notifications of the Draft STIP were 

distributed this year.  There were 224 responses submitted during the comment period and these are summarized here in the 

Executive Summary.  Accompanying the Executive Summary is a CD-ROM that contains a copy of each comment.   

 

It is the responsibility of the Idaho Transportation Board to review and take into consideration the comments received prior to the 

adoption of the final FY 2008-2012 STIP.  Changes to projects listed in the Draft STIP may be approved at the September Board 

meeting and will appear in the final STIP submitted for approval to FHWA and FTA in October.   
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Figure 1 
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Federal Requirements and Public Involvement 
Transportation Research Board (TRB) defines public involvement as “the process of two-way communication between citizen and 

government by which transportation agencies and other officials give notice and information to the public and use public input as a 

factor in decision making.”  Public involvement is a two-way street.  In order to participate effectively in transportation project 

development and planning, people need ways to get information from the department and a way to give information back.   

 

Most importantly, the emphasis on public involvement has intensified with the passage 

in 2005 of SAFETEA-LU.  Previously, the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency 

Act (ISTEA) of 1991 required states and MPOs to involve the public to a much greater 

extent in the transportation decision-making process than under previous laws.  When 

ISTEA expired in 1998, it was replaced by the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st 

Century (TEA-21), which continued to place strong emphasis on public involvement.   

 

When SAFETEA-LU was passed in 2005, it retained all of the public involvement 

language from the previous acts and added new public participation requirements.  First, MPOs are required to publish a Public 

Participation Plan that has been developed in consultation with interested parties.  The Public Participation Plan is intended to afford 

parties who participate in the metropolitan planning process with a specific opportunity to comment on the TIP prior to its approval.  

An additional SAFETEA-LU mandate includes providing plans and the STIP/TIP in an electronically accessible format, such as on 

the web in order to reach more people.  The internet site should make available plans and transportation improvement programs.  

Presently, all of Idaho’s MPOs and ITD have internet sites.  In August, the Transportation Planning and Programming site was 

revamped so that our customers can get information (http://itd.idaho.gov/planning/). 
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SAFETEA-LU requires that ITD and MPOs use to the extent practical, visualization techniques to describe plans and TIPs.  

Examples of visualization techniques include, but are not limited to, orthophotos, GIS-based mapping, graphics, tables, and other 

visual representations within documents, public meetings, etc.   

 

But most importantly, the intent of the SAFETEA-LU regulations is to encourage the state and MPOs to provide early and continuous 

public involvement opportunities throughout the planning and programming process.   A statement of SAFETEA-LU compliance 

along with the recommended STIP will be submitted to FHWA and FTA in October. 

 

Furthermore, the department utilizes public involvement to ensure that the federal and state 

transportation dollars Idaho receives are used wisely.  Consulting with our transportation customers 

is a crucial way to identify public values and needs, gather information, and build consensus on 

future transportation programs.  Fundamentally, public participation makes for better transportation 

decisions.  ITD recognizes the importance of involving the public and agencies in information 

exchange when providing transportation facilities and services to meet state’s transportation 

challenges.  Therefore, it is the guiding principle of the department to promote public involvement 

opportunities especially during the annual update of the STIP. 

 

The objective for effective public participation by the Idaho Transportation Department includes: 

 Raising the level of understanding of the transportation planning process especially during 

the development and implementation of the STIP and the six metropolitan TIPs;  

 Providing the public with opportunities for involvement in the transportation planning process;  

 Enabling citizens, interested agencies, and other governmental entities the opportunity to provide comments on how 

transportation funds should be spent annually; and 

 Ensure that the final transportation outcome becomes a shared mission with the community and policy makers. 
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The STIP Process 
Idaho’s STIP process (see Figure 2) begins each year in October with the approval, by the Idaho Transportation Board, of the draft 

STIP.  Upon Board approval, Idaho’s STIP is sent to FHWA and FTA for final federal approval.  This usually takes between four and 

six weeks.  Only after FHWA/FTA approval can new projects to Idaho’s STIP begin using federal funds.   

 

October is also when planning for the next cycle of the STIP begins.  Local agency meetings are planned within each district to begin 

discussing STIP coordination and planning efforts for programs such as Enhancement, Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 

(CMAQ).  Local urban and rural application processes are announced at that time.   

 

From November to May each year, the districts and headquarter staff interact and gather input for Idaho’s STIP from all modes from 

the MPOs, LHTAC, local agencies, other internal divisions, advisory committees, the Idaho Transportation Board, Indian Tribes, 

other state and federal agencies, and most importantly, the public.  During this time, projects that have been approved in the five-

year STIP are being developed in design and obtaining environmental clearance and acquiring needed right-of-way, or getting ready 

for construction.  For those projects in the current fiscal year of the STIP, final design is occurring so that construction can take place. 

 

January is when the department forecasts how much money will be available from both federal and state funds to use for 

transportation projects. In February these revenue forecasts go out to ITD district offices, LHTAC and MPOs, which in turn 

recommend projects for inclusion in the next draft STIP that could be completed with the available funding.  
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Figure 2 

STIP Planning Process 
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In June of each year, the project Capital Investment Program (CIP)/Draft STIP is presented to the Transportation Board along with 

information about how the program addresses strategic performance areas and the status of the statewide priority projects.  The 

public then has a 30-day opportunity for review. 

 

Although public involvement is received throughout the entire process, 

the 30-day comment and review period following the issuance of the draft 

STIP in July is necessary to gather additional input from those that may 

not normally be involved in the development of projects.  The official 

comment period also assesses if the decisions made by the department 

fulfill the value and needs of the community as a whole.  Encouraging 

and reviewing the extensive public involvement comments gathered 

during the draft review period of the STIP in July helps the Idaho 

Transportation Board make their final decisions as to the project priorities 

that will be submitted to FHWA and FTA for approval in October.  
 

 

STIP Availability  
This year, the department made the Draft STIP available for comment for 30-days via hard copy, CD-ROM and the internet.  Idaho’s 

STIP public comment period is a special time when many people have the opportunity to review the culmination of project and 

planning development activities that have gone on within the state.  It is also a time to focus on getting additional feedback from 

those that may not have been involved throughout the year. 

 



 
Public Review Comments & Responses 

DRAFT Statewide Transportation Improvement Program For FY 2008 – 2012 
Page 10 of 28 

The DRAFT FY 2007-2011 STIP Comment Period was July 10 – August 8, 2006.   More than 1,500 copies, CD-ROMs and e-mail 

notifications of the Draft STIP were distributed this year.  A copy of the draft STIP (in some manner) was sent specifically to the 

following:  

 Cities; 

 Counties; 

 Local highway jurisdictions; 

 Idaho universities and colleges; 

 Indian Tribal governments located in Idaho; 

 Regional planning and development associations; 

 LHTAC and the Associations of Cities and Counties; 

 Idaho Legislators; 

 Idaho state agencies of interest; and 

 A statewide list of stakeholders who have requested to be on our annual mailing  

list (businesses, consultants, and citizens) with an expressed interest in state transportation planning activities. 

 

Getting information out is important, but receiving public comments is even better.  Public comments during this period were 

accepted by the department and MPOs in several ways: 

 E-mail; 

 Facsimile; 

 Letters/Mail; 

 On forms provided during public hearing/meeting attendance; and 

 By telephone. 
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By "getting the word out" to a diverse set of stakeholders, ITD and MPOs were able to establish a variety of places where information 

was readily and conveniently available.  It is important to have direct contact with ITD staff which is why the department and MPOs 

utilize many other methods to reach people other than just sending out materials. Riding the wave of "high-tech" technology, the 

department utilized the Internet to open up exciting possibilities for reaching people with the information they need and offering them 

new ways to interact.    

 

The STIP process is on-going throughout the year.  ITD is not content with just having people come to public hearings.  Thus, the 

department attempts to go where the people are.  Some of the methods used to obtain public involvement during the year include:  

 ITD is reaching rural and metropolitan communities through numerous corridor plans either recently completed or underway. 

These corridor plans include: portions of US 95 in Districts 1, 2 and 3; Interstate 84, US 20/26 and SH-44 in Ada and Canyon 

counties; US-93 and SH-74 in District 4; US-30, US-91, US-89 and SH-39 in District 5; and US-20, US-26, SH-33 and US-

93/SH-28 in District 6. 

 Distributing information about various interchange reconstruction projects at local malls and other areas with heavy traffic. 

 Participation by ITD on MPO Boards and Technical Advisory Committees (TAC) and local transportation committees and 

coalitions. 

 Weekly public meetings for major construction projects. 

 Setting up informational booths at public events, such as the Eastern Idaho Fair in Blackfoot, the Twin Falls County Fair in 

Filer and a transportation fair in Pocatello.  

 Providing an easy-to-use Statewide Transportation Improvement Program booklet for review and public comment.  

 Meeting with Indian Tribal governments in Idaho, civic groups and clubs.  

 Attending annual meetings for the associations of cities, counties and highway districts.  

 Participating with local planning agencies in their public involvement efforts.  

 Include public comment from mail, e-mail, and internet interaction for people who can't attend STIP public meetings.  
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Press Notification 
Press notification is one way that the department keeps its constituents informed of ongoing activities, but it is also required in order 

to expend state and federal funds.  Idaho Code requires that all public agencies provide notification to the public of events and 

activities concerning the use of state funds.  In addition, FHWA and FTA require that the use of federal funds have proper 

notification. 

 

Paid advertisements are not required by the state; however, ITD considers this a worthwhile expense that helps to ensure that 

citizens have a better opportunity to see notifications other than just a small press release, legal notice or a possible article.  Thus, 

the department purchases several large advertisements in all of the major newspapers within the state to publicize the availability of 

the draft STIP. 

 

This year, the department placed advertisements on two consecutive Saturdays and Sundays (July 7-8 and July 14-15, 2007) 

because many people only get the newspaper on the weekend.  Ads were placed in 15 newspapers (six more than last year) around 

the state.  For better visibility, ITD’s Office of Communication redesigned the STIP advertisement to provide a more grabbing byline 

and interesting graphics (see Figure 3).  Interestingly, with these changes, very few “new” people contacted the department for a 

hard copy of the draft STIP.    

 

The department placed advertisements in the following newspapers: 

 Bonner County Daily Bee (Sandpoint) 

 *Post Falls Press (Post Falls) 
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 *North Idaho News Network (Coeur d’Alene) 

 *Shoshone News Press (Shoshone) 

 Coeur d’Alene Press (Coeur d’Alene) 

 Lewiston Tribune (Lewiston) 

 *Idaho County Free Press  

 Idaho Statesman (Treasure Valley and Idaho) 

 Idaho Press Tribune (Nampa-Caldwell) 

 Times News (Twin Falls) 

 Idaho State Journal (Pocatello-Chubbuck) 

 *Sho-Ban News (Fort Hall Indian Reservation) 

 Post Register (Idaho Falls) 

 *Rexburg Standard Journal (Rexburg) 

 Idaho Unido (Statewide Hispanic Paper) 
* indicates a new paper that was advertised in this year. 

 

There were several newspaper articles written about the STIP this year that have been 

included on the CD-ROM.   

 

Public Involvement Activities 
Each district and MPO is responsible for their own public involvement activities during 

the public comment period.  Although the document is sent out of headquarters, it is 

the Senior Planner and the District Engineer in each district who puts on a traveling 

road show about the plans and projects within their area.  In some districts special 

Figure 3
STIP Advertisement
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maps or plans are created.  Below outlines their public involvement strategy for this year. 

 

District 1: 
This year after the Draft STIP update was sent by headquarters planning staff to all jurisdictions statewide, the Transportation 

Planner presented the Draft STIP update during the review period to the Boundary County Commission, the area 

transportation teams (Boundary County, Kootenai County, Bonner County, Silver Valley), and various city transportation 

groups (Post Falls and Plummer).   The area transportation teams are made up of representatives from the local jurisdictions 

such as Highway Districts, County Commissions, School Districts, City Government (Mayors or Council persons) and other 

transportation related groups, such as bicycle groups.  Some of the area's State Legislators sat in on the area transportation 

team meetings and subsequently submitted comments on the STIP update.  This year the financial situation was presented 

along with the STIP update. 

 

The area's Tribes governments (Kalispel, Kootenai and Coeur d'Alene) were contacted to see if they wanted a presentation, 

as had been done in the past.  All declined to have a presentation.   

 

Outside of the formal STIP update review period, District 1 is involved every month with the area transportation teams and 

meets with County Commissions, county and city Planning Commissions, and City Councils occasionally to give updates on 

the program and on specific projects listed in Idaho’s STIP or problems and concerns that crop up due to conditions on the 

highways.   

 
District 2: 

There were several activities in District Two.  Staff attended a Kendrick/Juliaetta Transportation Plan meeting and presented 

the STIP to the group of approximately 12 people.  The group includes the cities of Kendrick and Juliaetta and the South 

Latah Highway District.  During a meeting at the South Latah Highway District, the District presented the STIP to five people. 
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The District Engineer met with Idaho County Commissioners to discuss projects within the STIP.  Staff has a display of the 

STIP at the Forest Meeting which is held twice a year to discuss issues on US-12, SH-6, SH-8, SH-9 and SH-13.  

Approximately eight people were in attendance.  In addition, district staff met with Fish and Game Department and discussed 

the STIP with a group of six people. 

 

Working closely with the MPO, ITD staff attended their MPO TAC meeting where they presented the STIP to TAC Committee 

members.  The city of Lewiston also placed a copy of the STIP in their front office so the public could review it. 

 

Lewis Clark Valley Metropolitan Planning Organization (LCVMPO) 
Working closely with the district, LCVMPO staff presented their TIP and Idaho’s STIP during their monthly TAC meeting.  The 

TIP/STIP was discussed as an agenda item at two policy board meetings (public meetings with notice to newspaper).  The city of 

Lewiston also placed a copy of Idaho’s STIP in their front office so the public could review it when they came in.  They also 

placed  copies of Idaho’s STIP at the Bell Building and Library and distributed to staff.  

 
District 3: 

District Three has been in the process of conducting scoping for two corridor management plans (US-95 and SH-55).  

Although these meetings occurred following the publication of the Draft STIP, they incorporated Idaho’s STIP information into 

their presentation and to some extent the subsequent discussion, although the focus was usually the current corridor 

management plan and the right-of-way that was affected.   

 

Two meetings have been held in 11 counties thus far.  The district has held similar scoping discussions with 20 municipalities 

and one general public briefing.  The district also participated in the COMPASS TIP and Idaho STIP briefings that includes 

counties, municipalities and highway districts.  In some municipal situations in Ada County it involved both a presentation to 

staff, committee, and local elected officials.   
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District staff has also supported the COMPASS’ lead in the SH-44, US-20/26 and GARVEE public involvement processes 

(including the Orchard to Gowen NEPA process) with a display and copies of the DRAFT STIP.  District staff also prepared a 

county-by-county analysis of the STIP that is more readable and useful to meeting attendees.  Staff remains active in the 

COMPASS Regional Technical Advisory Council (TRAC) as well as project specific committees such as the high volume 

intersection study, the Transit Oriented Design meetings, Kuna - Mora meetings, consultations with developers, met with 

right-of-way permit applicants, etc.   

 

In addition to the hundreds of STIP summaries we have copied and distributed we have handed out over 150 copies of the 

"Moving Idaho" brochure prepared by Director Lowe.  Each of our presentations has included a discussion of the financial 

dilemma confronting the ITD.   

 

Currently, district staff also participates in two community reviews led by Idaho Rural Partners in the cities of Payette and 

Donnelly.  

 

COMPASS:   
The public outreach process for the annual Transportation Improvement Program begins approximately 12 months prior to its 

final approval. This effort includes requesting input from the local governments in the Boise and Nampa Urbanized Areas as 

well as from the general public. 

 Local Government Input. From August 2006 through December 2006, COMPASS staff met with representatives 

of governments in the Nampa Urbanized Area to solicit their desired transportation projects for inclusion in this 

document. 

 COMPASS Regional Technical Advisory Committee (RTAC).  The RTAC is comprised of technical experts 

representing counties, cities, school districts, and various municipal service agencies in Ada and Canyon counties. 

The Regional Technical Advisory Committee makes recommendations to the COMPASS Board of Directors 
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regarding planning activities. The Regional Technical Advisory Committee is involved throughout the 

Transportation Improvement Program development process. Representatives of Canyon County on the committee 

reviewed and made recommendations to the COMPASS Board prior to the approval of Idaho’s STIP document. 

 Public Comment Period.  June 25 through July 24, 2007, was 

designated as the public comment period on the proposed 

FY2008-2012 Nampa Urbanized Area Transportation 

Improvement Program.  

 Public Information Meeting. COMPASS hosted an open 

house and public meeting for the FY2008-2012 Nampa 

Urbanized Area Transportation Improvement Program on July 

18, 2007 from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., in the COMPASS 

conference room. Staff members from COMPASS, the Idaho 

Transportation Department, Valley Regional Transit, and Ada 

County Highway District Commuteride presented proposed 

projects and provided general information on transportation 

planning and services. The public information meeting was 

attended by 17 people. 

 Advertisement. Display advertisements about the public 

meeting appeared in the Idaho Statesman on July 15, 16, 17, 

and 18, 2007 and the Idaho Press-Tribune on July 16, 17, and 

18, 2007.  

 News Release.  COMPASS sent one news release notifying 

the public of the comment period and another about the public 

meeting; the news releases were sent to the regional print, 
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visual, and radio media on June 21, 2007 and July 13, 2007. 

 Legal Notice. COMPASS published a legal notification for the Transportation Improvement Programs in The 

Idaho Statesman and the Idaho Press-Tribune on June 23, 24, and 25, 2007. 

 COMPASS Internet Website. Information about the public meeting and the proposed Transportation 

Improvement Programs was posted on the COMPASS website on June 25, 2007 (www.compassidaho.org). The 

notification encouraged the public to use this medium to submit comments. Draft project lists of the Transportation 

Improvement Programs were also posted on the website. 

 Direct Mail. COMPASS mailed 730 postcards on June 20, 2007 and sent 1,354 e-mail notifications on June 25, 

2007 to citizens and neighborhood organizations in Ada and Canyon Counties, notifying them of the time and 

place of the public meeting and the availability of the draft project lists. Citizens were encouraged to submit 

comments on the draft Transportation Improvement Programs. 

 Written Comments.  The public was encouraged to submit written comments throughout the public comment 

period.  

 Special Assistance. All COMPASS notifications and advertisements included the following statements for people 

in need of special assistance: “People needing special assistance can call 855-2558 - with 48 hours advance 

notice.” and  “Personas que necesitan asistencia para la junta, por favor llamar al número 855-2558 con 48 horas 

de aviso.” 

 

District 4: 
District Four outreach for the STIP consisted of meeting with and information to transportation committees and civic clubs. 

The district provided copies of Idaho’s STIP to members of the Greater Twin Falls Area Transportation Committee, the 

MiniCassia Transportation Committee, the Northside Transportation Committee and the Wood River Valley Transportation 

Committee. We have also presented the document to several civic clubs in the Magic Valley.  
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District 5: 

District 5 conducted four transportation coalition meetings, which were comprised of stakeholders and elected officials from 

each county and city in their operating district. These meetings were held in Preston, American Falls, and Blackfoot. 

Attendees were presented with copies of the Draft FY2008-2012 STIP document, and overviews of the changes.  

 

For the Sho-Ban Tribes, District 5 consulted with the Tribal Transportation Department, which sent representatives to the 

Bingham Transportation Coalition meetings. 

 

Bannock Transportation Planning Organization (BTPO): 
The outreach for this years’ TIP included a public information meeting on July 19, 2007.  The meeting was advertised in the 

Idaho State Journal.  In addition post cards and emails were sent to the TIP contact list.  The TIP and request for comment 

was also placed on the BTPO website during the entire public comment period.  

  

District 6: 
During the public comment period, District 6 presented the draft STIP in open meetings with elected and appointed officials, 

transportation professionals and the general public held in Salmon, Arco, Driggs and Idaho Falls.  All attendees were 

provided copies of the Draft STIP document, an overview of the funding situation and discussion of specific changes affecting 

each community. All nine counties served by the district were represented by one or more elected officials. A reading copy 

was available at the district office and individual copies were given out on request. 
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Bonneville Metropolitan Planning Organization (BMPO)  
From November 2006 to March 2007, BMPO staff solicited transportation projects from the local 

jurisdictions and public transportation authority for possible inclusion in the Draft TIP.  In May 2007, 

BMPO staff presented the Draft TIP to members of the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) representing 

area planners and engineers.  Also in May, staff presented the DRAFT TIP to BMPO Policy Board 

members representing the cities of Ammon, Idaho Falls, Iona, and Ucon and representation from 

Bonneville County and ITD District 6.   

 

On June 24, 2007 BMPO placed an announcement in the Idaho Falls Post Register announcing that the 

Draft TIP was available for review.  This announcement advertised the time, place and location that Draft 

TIP may be reviewed and commented on.  BMPO held its comment period on the TIP from June 28th 

through July 27, 2007.  Also, the Draft TIP was placed on the BMPO website on June 28th for comment 

and review period.  Hard copies of the TIP were made available to public for comment at the following 

offices: BMPO business office, City Hall offices in Ammon, Idaho Falls, Iona, and Ucon, also provided 

Draft TIP hard copy to the Bonneville County Courthouse, TRPTA office, and ITD District 6 office.   On 

July 8th the Draft TIP was announced for a second time in Idaho Falls Post Register (same as June 24th).   

BMPO concluded its comment period on July 27, 2007. 

 

GARVEE 
A public meeting was held on the Orchard to Gowen GARVEE 

project.  At the same location and time, a Public Hearing was 

held on the I-84, Cole to Broadway Soundwalls projects.  

Display boards were used to illustrate soundwall locations, 

construction schedule and the project process.  Although 
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Idaho’s STIP public comment period was over by the time of the meeting and hearing, information was available if people had 

questions.   

 

Comments and Responses  
A total of 224 comments were accepted during the July 5 – 

August 3, 2007 comment period (see Figure 4).   

 

The attached CD contains the individual letters, faxes and e-

mails that were submitted to the department during the FY 

2008 public comment period.  The Public Comment Summary 

Sheet contains a general summary of the comments that were 

received.  The Summary Sheet also identifies specific key 

numbers that may have referenced.  If it is a generic comment 

or does not identify a specific key number, the key number 

may indicate “various” or “general.”  The project name is also 

identified for easy reference.  The commenter’s name and 

affiliation (if any) is indicated next.  If the commenter requested 

a response, the staff responder was then acknowledged.  

 
What did our customers have to tell us? During the FY 2005 

comment period, the department received 309 comments, 

mostly in the Treasure Valley.  The hot topic that year was the 

request for the Ten Mile Interchange project to be completed.    

 

Figure 4 

Comments through the Years 

District/MPO FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 

1 & KMPO 1 52 71 7 

2 & LCVMPO 5 10 11 2 

3 & COMPASS 49 45 18 12 

4 0 3 0 6 

5 & BPO 1 18 1 1 

6 & BMPO 6 10 311 9 

STATEWIDE 0 5 0 0 

GARVEE 0 108 9 188 

TOTAL 62 251 421 244 
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It should be noted that the Ten Mile Interchange, as well as related upgrades to Interstate 84, are projects identified to be built using 

GARVEE funding, if bonding authority is granted by the legislature.    
 
During the FY 2006 comment period, there was a slight reduction in comments to 251 letters and e-mails.  The hot topic for that year 

was mostly the activities with in the Connecting Idaho – GARVEE program.  During the FY 2007 comment period there were 421 

comments submitted with 311 from District 6 concerning a request for enhancement funding on a small project and 71 from District 1 

concerning the Dover Bridge and Sandpoint North and South project.   

 

This year, a total of 224 comments were received.  Of these comments, 186 were in support of the Ten Mile Interchange project and 

two were opposed.  The remaining comments were in support of various projects, identifying future needs, and requesting projects to 

be added back into the STIP. 

 

On the following pages are the FY 2008 Comment Summary Sheets for review. 
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